We must apologise to Dr Gowers for our long delay in noticing this truly admirable book, published in April last year. The fact that a second edition has been so speedily called for confirms the opinion which we formed on first perusing it, viz., that it would prove acceptable to the profession.
In the opening paragraphs the author shows the importance of an exact diagnosis, and makes some valuable remarks as to the differential diagnosis of organic and functional disease. A brief description of the medical anatomy of the spinal cord follows. The relationship of the vertebral spines to the nerve origins is carefully described and figured in a woodcut, the facts on which the description is based being partly the result of special observations made by Mr V. Horsley, Demonstrator of Anatomy in University College. The inconvenience of the present system of nomenclature of the columns of the cord?which all teachers and students must have experienced?is pointed out, and the author proposes to discard the terms column of Turk, column of Goll, and column of Burdach, and to substitute for them the terms direct pyramidal tract, postero-median column, and postero-external column. We hope to see these terms generally adopted, and we think the proposed change is fully justified by the reasons given in the footnote on page 11. We have endeavoured, so far as our space allows, to direct attention to the more important points in this interesting lecture, but we would strongly advise our readers to peruse it for themselves. The book is one which should be in the hands of every practitioner and student.
